on the 23rd of April, 1771 l^u ueorges genius  and  his untimely fate.    From  a  memorandum afterwards drawn up by Horace Walpole, it seems that Goldsmith was one of the believers in the Rowley poems. " I thought no more," says  Walpole, referring  to  his intercourse with the Bristol genius,  " of him or them [his  poems]   till about a year  and a half after, when, dining at the  Royal   Academy,   Dr.   Goldsmith   drew the  attention  of the  company with the  account  of a marvellous treasure of ancient poems lately discovered at Bristol,  and  expressed   enthusiastic  belief in them, for   which   he  was   laughed   at   by Dr.   Johnson, who was  present.    I  soon  found  this to  be  the trouvaille of my friend Chatterton, and I told Dr. Goldsmith that this  novelty was  known  to   me, who might,  if I had pleased, have had the honour of ushering the great discovery to the learned world.    You may imagine, sir, we did not at all agree in the measure of our faith;  but though his  credulity diverted  me, my mirth was soon, dashed; for on asking about Chatterton, he told me he had been to London, and had destroyed himself.    The persons of honour and veracity who were present will attest with what surprise and concern I thus first heard of his death."    Goldsmith, upon another occasion, took up the cudgels for the poems against Percy so hotly, that Percy, who had much of the Northumberland temper, retorted with equal warmth, and a breach ensued, which